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 Farmer’s markets may be one 
of the oldest forms of trade known 
to man. Farmers have long sold 
their produce to customers often 
from their very homes.
 The literal meaning of a farm-
er’s market may well be that it is 
made up of farmers selling their 
wares to customers. A typical 
farmer’s market in modern times 
typically consists of a booth or 
table or other place from which 
to sell their produce that might 
include fruits, vegetables, meat, 
canned foods (home canning) and 
sometimes even crafts or other 
homemade items.
 They typically take place dur-
ing the harvest season for locally 
grown foods. In Central Minne-
sota that usually means anywhere 
from sometime in June to Septem-
ber.
 Farmer’s markets come in a 
variety of sizes from many ven-
dors to a single seller. They ex-
ist worldwide and usually refl ect 
their local culture and economy.
 There are several benefi ts to 
a local farmer’s market. Some of 
the benefi ts are to the farmers and 
include less transportation miles, 
less handling, less refrigeration 
and less storage. By selling the 
“fruits” of their labor at a farmer’s 
market, they are also able to cut 
overhead costs and in some cases 
eliminate those costs altogether 

(such as a permanent building or 
structure, although some farmer’s 
markets do have them: ie, Thor-
son’s Farm Market which will be 
further talked about later in this 
article).
 In addition to benefi ts to the 
farmer, there are also benefi ts to 

the communities in which they are 
located.
 Some of those benefi ts include: 

generating traf-
fi c to nearby 
businesses and 
providing an 
outlet for lo-
cal products. 
There may be 
other benefi ts 
too, like draw-
ing attention to 
the nearby area 
and bringing 
in more people 
who are looking 
for good, home-
grown, organic 
foods.
  Of course, 
there are also 
benefi ts to the 
c o n s u m e r s 
who often fa-

vor farmer’s markets  for many 
reasons including: reduced drive 
time, fresher foods, seasonal foods 
and healthier foods.
 According to Farmer’s Mar-
kets of America, customers drawn 
to farmer’s markets shop locally 
for three main reasons: food qual-

ity, better prices and a great social 
atmosphere.
 Based on information shown 
in Farmer’s Markets of America, 
the prices at a farmer’s market are 
lower than prices at a supermarket 
91% of the time.

Thorson’s have a 
“super” market

 You might say that Mike and 
Eloise Thorson of rural Brower-
ville have a “super” market—a 
super farmer’s market, that is.
 They have been providing lo-
cally grown vegetables and fruits 
to farmer’s markets in Central 
Minnesota since 1988.
 “We take a ‘no frills’ approach 
to raising the highest quality prod-
ucts and delivering them to mar-
ket freshly picked,” said the Thor-
sons.
 Part of that “no frills” approach 
is that they use growing methods 
that are environmentally friendly 
and sensitive to their customers’ 
health and safety.
 “We are similar to organic—
we only use sprays when we 
have to. We use environmentally 
friendly organic sprays as much as 
possible,” said Eloise.

Farmer’s Market

Thorsons provide quality and 
freshness in Central Minnesota

Customers can fi nd fresher, healthier foods close to home by 
shopping at a farmer’s market.

Farmer’s markets typically host a wide selection 
of fresh veggies—anything from cucumbers and 
tomatoes to kohlrabi and melons.

by Laramie Jackson and 
Sabrina Stueve

 “I need to live in an area that 
has energy . . . culture. It doesn’t 
have to be big, it doesn’t have to be 
huge, but it has to be . . . it has to 
be existing. I think all the time about 
ways that Clarissa is dying. All little 
towns are dying. I’m a spontaneous 
little dreamer,” said Pam Cook as she 
brought to the table a world of cre-
ative, conversation-sparking ideas.
 Her sole purpose is simple: to en-
hance and urbanize the community 
of Clarissa. With her  award-winning 
smile and contagiously positive per-
sonality, Cook shared with us her 
ideas to light the fi re in the hearts of 
citizens throughout the community.
 “I’ve lived here since I was eight 
years old in the city of Clarissa, and 
now I’m 66. I hate the transition that 
is happening, and I know that it is 
also very real; that little towns are 
dying,” said Cook.
 As she welcomed us into her 
home, knick knacks and memorabilia 
lining the walls, she recalled a fond 
memory of hers as she sat us down in 
her blue toned kitchen that looked as 
if it was pulled straight from a page 
of Home and Garden magazine. 
 Back in 1987, when her husband, 
Larry, was the mayor of Clarissa for 
the fi rst time, President Ronald Rea-
gan put together a project with his 
administration team called the Take 
Pride in America Campaign. The pur-
pose of this initiative was to mobilize 

the American people; to get 
them moving by helping 
each other and taking part 
in their community building 
projects. Amazingly, Clar-
issa was one of three towns 
in the nation that received an 
award on behalf of this cam-
paign for their outstanding 
achievement. 
 “The town was just on fi re 
with cleaning up, with get-
ting it to look nice; and, 
low and behold, we, in the 
city of Clarissa, were one 
of three cities in the whole 
United States to achieve this 
award. So, President Reagan 
invited my husband and I to 
the White House. They shut 
down the White House, we 
had lunch in the back lawn 
and the marine band played. 
. .” said Cook, as she drifted 

into a world of fondness 
and recollection. 
 Though rewarding 
it may be, Cook shared 
with us this story not to 
fl aunt the memories of 

having dinner at the most power-
ful man in the world’s house, but to 
highlight what coming together as a 
community can do. 
 “Because people did work togeth-
er, that achievement was awarded. I 
just want to bring back some creativ-
ity. History has proven that a com-
munity working together can make 
things happen,” Cook explained. 
 Over time, Cook has creatively 
assessed multiple possibilities to en-
hance our rural community, ultimate-
ly sifting them down to four, easily 
achievable, interest groups: history, 
beautifi cation, horticulture and gar-
dening, and events and activities. 
 Her aspirations for the future suc-
cess of our community are endless 
and inspiring, as she promotes cre-
ativity, conversation, and imagina-
tion.
 “I just want to start it all,” she 
giggled, “I don’t want to be in charge 
of anything. I want to give people 
that are interested the ability to move 
forward. There’s nothing worse than 
someone coming forward with an 
idea and then someone sweltering it. 
That’s not my vision. It’s not, ‘my vi-
sion is your vision,’” she noted.
 The fi rst idea Cook touched base 
on was her vision for a new, or, reno-
vated park. 
 “What I want to make is a park—
or, add to the park—and I want an 
“Our town’s steps of time” theme to 

urbanization in a 

small town

Sabrina Stueve made full use of the communi-
ty garden as she picked raspberries, peppers, 
and plucked a few weeds here and there.

Cont. on page 2 Cont. on page 5
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A place to live... A place to share...A place to call home

320.732.3516
1104 4th Ave. NE • Long Prairie, MN 

www.valleyviewassistedliving.comy g

Celebrating National Celebrating National 
Assisted Living WeekAssisted Living Week

Sun., Sept. 7-Sat., Sept. 13

Sunday, Sept. 7
2:00 p.m.  Musical Entertainment By 

The Slew Foot Family Band

Tuesday, Sept. 9
3:00 p.m.  Music by Tony Pischke

Thursday, Sept. 11
2:00 p.m.  Music by Jerry Bierschbach

Assisted Living 
& Memory Care

EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
MANY MORE ACTIVITIES 

PLANNED FOR OUR RESIDENTS 
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK INCLUDING:

• Pamper Party
• Wine & Dine Prime Rib Dinner

• Three Varieties of Bingo • DQ Treats 
• Spin the Wheel & Dirty Double Dice

• Annual Family Picnic

Valley View 15th AnniversaryValley View 15th Anniversary
OPEN HOUSE & HOMEMADE PIE OPEN HOUSE & HOMEMADE PIE SOCIALSOCIAL 

Saturday, Sept. 13

Valley View EstatesValley View Estates

by Trinity Gruenberg
trinity@inhnews.com

 The internet has come a long 
way since dial up and fi ghting 
over the use of the phone line. 
Nowadays having internet ac-
cess is a necessity. It is pretty 
easy to fi nd an internet service 
provider  and get connected. If 
you have access in your area.
 Data released from Connect 
Minnesota shows that roughly 
75 percent of Minnesotans 
have access to broadband inter-
net, but only 57 percent in rural 
areas have access.
 Connect Minnesota has 
been working since 2008 to 
ensure all Minnesotans have 
access to broadband internet, 
including our rural areas. In 
2010, Connect Minnesota was 
awarded $4,470,035 in federal 
grants for  Minnesota’s Broad-

band Initiate. 
 In Minnesota there are ap-
proximately 191 broadband 
providers. About 174,000 peo-
ple depend on fi xed wireless or 
a mobile broadband connection 
with  a low data cap. About 
715,000 people only have one 
wired provider for broadband. 
 The average speed goal for 
Minnesota is 10 mbps (mega-
bits per second). More provid-
ers are going above and beyond 
that. Wadena is one of the fast-
est cities in our state with an 
average speed of 30.9 mbps. 
 The most commonly used 
type of broadband in rural ar-
eas is Digital Subscriber Line 
(DSL) because it connects 
through the telephone line. Ca-
ble internet uses the television 
cable and a modem to convert 
the signal to digital and is faster 

than DSL. FiOS (fi ber optic) is 
the fastest wired connection 
out there. The signal travels 
through an optical network and 
copper wiring. The draw back 
of FiOS is that it isn’t typically 
available in rural areas. 
 Wadena and Verndale’s 
most used providers are West 
Central Telephone Associa-
tion for DSL and FiOS and Ar-
vig and CenturyLink DSL are 
just one percent behind. From 
Hewitt to Long Prairie, Centu-
ryLink DSL is the most used, 
closely followed by Charter 
Communications Cable and 
Arvig DSL.
 Mobile broadband works 
great if you have a signal, 
much like a cell phone. It can 
be a USB device or activating 
the mobile hotspot on your cell 
phone. If you have little to no 
signal with your cell phone in 
your rural area then you may 
want to consider something 
else. 
 Another option is satellite 
internet. The internet uses the 
satellite signal and transfers it 
through a satellite modem for 
your internet. The drawback 
with this internet is like your 
regular satellite signal it can 
cut out during a thunderstorm. 
The plus side is that you can get 
this is rural areas where wired 
broadband and cable have not 
yet reached.
 The options are out there 
to get broadband to your rural 
area.  Which option will you 
choose?

Broadband in rural areas

 They got started in the farmer’s mar-
ket trade after several years of tradition-
al farming which included producing 
corn, soybeans and hogs.
 “We started with free range chick-
ens—and processed around 20,000 a 
year here at the farm for about 18 years,” 
added Eloise.
 They no longer raise animals, but at 
one time, in addition to the chickens, 
also raised baby calves, dairy steers and 
hogs.
 The fi rst years they sold all of what 
they raised at the farm and a few drop 
off sites.
 “Then we needed more places to 
market as we increased our numbers,” 
said Eloise.
 One of those places was the Minne-
apolis Farmer’s Market where they sold 
for about 15 years.
 Now, they raise about 40 acres for the 
markets and some corn and soybeans.

 The num-
ber of people 
who work for the 
Thorson’s on the 
day-to-day basis 
depends on the 
needs of the farm 
and what needs to 
be done that day.
 “All of our 
employees are 
part-time and are 
family, friends 
and neighbors,” 
explained Eloise.
 Thorson’s 
Farm Market in 
Long Prairie is 
usually open from 
late June or early 
July through some 

time in September. 
 “We sometimes have a stand in 
Browerville, but not this year with all 
the construction. We go to farmer’s 
markets in Brainerd, Baxter, Nisswa, St. 
Cloud and our son runs a market in Park 
Rapids two days a week,” said Eloise.
 Some of their produce includes: 
beans, beets, broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
cabbage, carrots, caulifl ower, cucum-
bers, green beans, jams, kohlrabi, let-
tuce and other greens, melons, onions, 
peppers, potatoes, pumpkins, rhubarb, 
squash of many varieties, strawberries, 
sweet corn, tomatoes, turnips, wild rice, 
zucchini and a variety of others.
 While farming is Mike’s main occu-
pation, he is also very involved on vari-
ous boards of rural electric cooperatives. 
Eloise is a customized training represen-
tative and does training for business and 
industry clients through Central Lakes 
College—Staples.

Thorson’s Market in Long Prairie is open from late June 
or early July through part of September.

Farmer’s Market
continued from front
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County Commissioners
Randy Neumann, Barb Becker
and Rod Erickson
County Offi cers & Dept. Heads
Cheryl Perish - Recorder
Chuck Rasmussen - Attorney
Pete Berscheit - Veterans
Rick Utech - Todd County 
Development Corp.
Don Asmus - Interim Sheriff
Denise Gaida - Interim Auditor/
Treasurer
Jacqueline Och - Social Services
Chris Pelzer - Human Resources
Tim Stieber - ELRM

Entertainment Packages
Grand Casino - Mille Lacs
Shooting Star - Mahnomen
Prairie Edge Casino - Granite 
Falls

Alexandria-Nelson
Nath Berg Agency
Farmers Union Insurance
Cenex
Nelson Creamery
Velde Law Firm
Klimek Bros. Well Drilling
Midwest Machinery

Bertha-Hewitt
B-H Transportation
Diamond Tool & Engineering
Harm’s Bros.
Hydraulic Doctor
Long Pines
Seven Oaks
Steve Peterson, Ins.
Star Bank

Browerville
Asfeld Tax Service
Al Hoelscher - Marty Host Agen-
cy, Country Insurance
Browerville Blade
Browerville Hardware
Browerville Liquor
Browerville Motel & Knotty Pine
Brown’s Service Center
Christ the King Church
Dan’s Prize
Farmer’s Co-op Feed Store
Fine Wood Structures Inc.
Iten Funeral Home
Josh’s Body Shop
Kathy’s Korner Kurls
Konetzko’s Meat Market
Knotty Pine Embroidery & Screen 
Printing
Little Wings Massage
Paul’s Pawn & Bargain
Statema Backhoe
Steve’s Country Market

Burtrum
Hub Supper Club
Gessel’s Auto

Clarissa
Allen & Patsy Holmquist
Battle Lake Outdoors
Busy B. Café & Gifts
Central Ag
Clarissa Family Dental
Clarissa Drug
Clarissa Liquor
Cherrington Enterprises
Donna’s Countryside Daycare
Eagle Valley Express
Farmhouse Café
Hinzmann Gravel
Independent News Herald
Jon’s Family Foods
Line’s Building Center
Michelle’s Family Hair Care
Olson Truck Repair
Todd County Vet Clinic
Unity Bank East

Eagle Bend & Rose City
B & W Transmission
Bakke’s Repair
The Bend Café

Calif-Minn Honey Farms
Clark - Staples Bakery
Creative Floors
Dick Baso Insurance Agency
Double Eagle Golf & Grill
Eagle Bend Farm & Lumber
Eagle Bend Lions
Eagle Bend Liquor
Eagle Bend Welding
Eagle Lanes
Eagle Valley Custom Meats
Eagle Valley Stylists
Gappa Oil
Jerry’s Auto Body
Klein Insurance Agency
NAPA
Neil’s Service Center
Northland Dairy
Pro Ag - Eagle Bend
Roger Berkness Sawmill
Rose City Canopy
Rose City Creamery
Shirley’s Gas & Grocery
Star Bank
Tim Green Construction
Tom Murch, CPA
Vet’s Club, Eagle Bend

Grey Eagle
Arenzen Trucking
Becky’s Salon
Browen Grocery
Central Minnesota Federal Credit
Union
Double R Saloon
Eagle Auto Repair, Inc.
Eagle Fabricating
Gessel’s Auto & Auction
Grey Eagle Electric
K & B Specialties
Kutter Agency
Style ‘N Go
The Rock Tavern
Rahn’s Oil & Propane
Update Building Center

Little Falls
Ag Star Bank
Brandl Motors
Central McGowan
Evergreen Equipment
Minn. Power & Light
Morrison County Record
Royal Café
Simonson Lumber
Tri-City Paving

Long Prairie
Ace Hardware
Advantage Agency
ALCO
American Family Insurance -
Doug Schmidt
American Heritage Bank
American Legion 1 - Long Prairie
American Sportsman Club & Gun
Auto Value
Becker Excavating
Bisel’s Auto Sales Hwy. 71
Breitenfeldt Ins.
Burger King
Casey’s General Store
Cathedral Press
Central Bi-Products
Central Home Comfort
Central Minnesota Federal Credit 
Union
Cenex
Chandler Ind.
Coborn’s
Countryside Family Restaurant
Countryside Plumbing & Heating
Custer Floral
Custom Transfer Inc.
D&J Hair Stylists
Dairy Queen
Dan’s Prize
Dave’s Restorations
Denny’s Electric
Dingmann Funeral Home

East-West Realty
Ecowater
Edward Jones
Everybody’s Market
Farmer’s Insurance
Fleet Supply
Freie’s Septic Service
Gary Gilbert Financial
Great Bear Taxidermy
Hat’s Off
Henry & Jen Becker
Hillig Auto Center
Hillig Auction Service
Impact Technology Inc.
Irish’s Place
Jennie O Wood Shavings
Jim Woeste Auto
J&R Auto Repair
KEYL/KXDL Radio Station
Laureen Irsfeld Headquarters
Levin Electric - Les Levin
Long Drive In
Long Prairie Chiropractic 
 Mike Denery
Long Prairie Country Club
Long Prairie Dental Clinic
Long Prairie Eye Clinic
Long Prairie Leader - Practical 
Printing
Long Prairie Livestock
Long Prairie Machinery
Long Prairie Oil
Long Prairie Packing Co.
Long Prairie Plumbing & Heating
Long Prairie Vet Clinic
Long Prairie VFW
Marlene Clark, Attorney
Jenkins Iron & Steel - 
 Marty Jenkins
Mid-Central Federal 
 Savings Bank
MN National Agency
MN National Bank
MN Power & Light
NAPA
Northern Star Propane
Ona’s Crafts
Pan De Vida Bakery
Pastime Antiques
Peters Churchwell Law Offi ce
Philips Repairables & 
 Collision Center
Prairie Lakes Co-op
Prairie Woods Laundry
Radio Shack
S.A. Design & Graphix
SAVE Foods
Sellnow Law Offi ce
Shear Artistry
Snap Fitness
Southside Auto
Subway
Sunny Side Up Tanning & Fitness
Thrifty White Drug
Thunder Lodge
Todd County Vet
Total Tire & Gear
Via Americas
Wolters Body Shop
Worms Ready-Mix

Melrose
Stearns Electric Association

Miltona
L&J Food & Liquor
Lakes Gas Co.
Miltona Blacksmith
Miltona Custom Meats & Sausage
Miltona Liquor
R&R Ready Mix
The Dish Guy
Uptown Style Station

Motley
Bjerga Feed
Brick’s Travel
Lake Country Ins.
Motley Auto Repair
North Country Carpet

Schmitt Chiropractic
Ten Hi Liquor
The Silo Ice Cream
Tri-County Livestock
Unity Bank Central
Y Not Liquor

Osakis
A&W
First National Bank
Hendrick’s Ins.
Hensley Trucking
Jacob’s Lefse Bakery
Klukken Insurance
NAPA
Osakis Creamery
Osakis Family Foods
Osakis Silo Repair
Pro Builders
Roy Hetland Funeral Home
Ultimate Auto Care

Paynesville
AMPI

Randall & Cushing
Angler’s Corner
Always Available Towing
Bermel’s Shoes
Kathie’s Cut & Curl
Northland Well Drilling
OK Tire & Bait
Randall Building Supply
Randall Liquor
Randall State Bank
Western Liquor

Sauk Centre
Arnie’s Service Center
Centre Dairy Equipment
Centre Lumber Inc.
Centre Sports LLC
Country Store
Culligan
Dairy Queen
Dairyland Supply Inc.
Dan Welle Southtown
Dan’s Cabinets
Elmerz
Felling Trailer
First State Bank Agency
Fleet Supply
Frederick’s Tire & Oil
Greystone Golf Club
Hair & Body Connection
Hardees
Heartland Gallery
John Wiese Ford
License Bureau
Main Street Dairy
Midwest Equipment
MN National Bank
MN Sawdust & Shaving
Modern Farm
Mortgages on Main - M.O.M.
Mustang Bar
Name to Remember
Next Door Bar
North Side Body Shop
Off Broadway Antiques
Polipnick Ins.
Red Carpet
Rite Now Tanning & Hair
Sauk Centre Herald
Saukinac Campground
Schaeffer’s Market
Standard Iron
Trucker’s Inn
Winters Family Chiropractic

Staples
3M Staples
Auto License Bureau
Auto Value
Burger King
Mayer, Porter & Nelson, LTD
Bounds Financial Services
Borstad’s Law Offi ce
Burrows Auto Body
Card’s Auto
Central Building Supply
Curves

David’s Art Gallery
Dollar General
Dustin’s Auto Repair
Ernie’s Food Center
Family Hair Care
First International Bank & Trust
Gary’s Diesel Repair
Gilby’s Orchard
Giovanni’s Pizza
Giza Plumbing & Heating
Hamburg’s Auto Repair
Iron Hills Pawn
Jim Soule Auto
Johnson Insurance Agency
Kuhn’s Insurance
L.M.H. Embroidery
Lefty’s Bar
Liquor Depot
Local Legend
Longbella Drug
Mid Central Federal Savings Bank
Mid Minnesota Federal 
 Credit Union
Midwest Eye Clinic
Miller True Value
Movie Palace & Tanning
NAPA
Nelson Insurance
Nyhus Chevrolet
Olson Feed Service
Pawnshop
Precision Polishing & Plating
Sharodan
Shear Contact
Spot Café
Spur Self Service
Staples Auto Sales
Staples Bakery & Convenience
Staples Ceramics
Staples Eye Clinic
Staples Off-Sale
Staples Precision Metal Craft Inc.
Staples Vet Clinic
Staples World
Thrivent Financial
Tower Pizza
Twisted Sisters
Williams Floral & Nursery
Unity Bank Central
Vintage Golf

Swanville
12 Mile Tavern
Hollerman’s Repair
Kamp’s Pro Fuel
Loven’s Auto Center
Nielson Hardware
Roto Molding
Swanville Insurance
Swanville Produce
Westwind

Verndale & Aldrich
Aldrich Tractor
Aldrich Repair
Bob’s Barber Shop
Bullseye Bar & Grill
Burger Depot
Carr’s Shell Station
Star Bank
Steve’s Auto Repair
Ted & Gen’s
Verndale Liquor
Wayne’s Discount

Wadena
Culligan
Fleet Supply
Greiman’s
Hockert’s Cleaners
Jolene Johannes - State Farm Ins.
KWAD Radio
Lyle’s Shoe Store
Midwest Machinery
The BBQ Smokehouse
Todd-Wadena Electric Co-op
Wadena Eye Clinic
Wadena Hide & Fur

TODD COUNTY FARMERS UNION 33rd ANNUAL PICNIC
 On behalf of the Todd County Farmers Union, we would like to thank our contributors for their wonderful donations to make the event a success. Special thanks to  Doug 
Peterson, Farmers Union State President; Representative Collin Peterson, 7th District; and all the legislators and sheriff candidates. Thanks Dan Remer for the music and 
the city of Clarissa for the use of the park. Thanks to everyone who helped or came to the event, you all made it a wonderful event and we’ll see you next year. Please support 
the businesses listed below. We apologize to anyone we may have omitted. Todd County Farmers Union offi cers: Alan Perish, President; Lynn Erickson, Vice-President; 
Judy Buhl, Secretary; and Lonnie Iverson, Treasurer.

Celebrating National 
Assisted Living Week

Valley View 15th Anniversary
OPEN HOUSE & HOMEMADE PIE SOCIAL

Valley View Estates
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ERICKSON’S 
PETTING ZOO

11890 Hope Road, Osakis • 2 miles West of Osakis on Co. Rd. 82, 1 mile 
North on Gravel, 1/2 mile West on Hope Rd. Follow Signs

Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sun. noon-5 p.m.
OPEN EVERY WEEKEND BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 20-21 THRU OCTOBER 31ST

• Open for Groups during the week, (days or evenings) by appointment. 
We are open every day. All activities might not be available by chance.

320-762-0184 • 320-491-3578
www.ericksonspettingzoo.com Facebook (Erickson’s Petting Zoo)

Fall Family FunFall Family Fun
Opening September 

20 & 21
Open every Weekend 

until Halloween 

Fall Family Fun Weekends 
(all activities) $7.50 per person. 

Children 5 & Under $5.50. 

Pumpkins, Squash and Gourds 
are extra. Pony Rides $4

FOR SCHOOL GROUPS: 
CHILDREN GET A FREE 

SMALL PUMPKIN

• PICK OUR OWN PUMPKIN PATCH 
• WAGON RIDES 
• PONY RIDES 

• INDOOR PLAYGROUND 
• LARGE 

PLAYGROUNDS
• CORN MAZE

• MAZE TOWER

“Appreciation for Life”

406 East Hwy. 71
Clarissa, MN 56440

218.756.3636

Skilled Nursing
• 24 Hour Nursing Care

• IV Therapies • Wound Care

Long Term Care
• Comfortable, Homelike Environment

• Individualized Plan of Care
• Familiar and Caring Staff

Rehabilitation
• Physical Therapy 

• Occupational Therapy
• Speech Therapy • Outpatient Therapy

• Short Term Post Injury or Illness

EVEN EXCHANGE ANSWERS: 1. SWEEP, SLEEP 2. TUMBLE, FUMBLE
3. PRIZE, PRIDE  4. GROUND, AROUND  5. RIVER, RIVET  6. SABER,
SAFER  7. BELLOW, BILLOW  8. QUILT, QUIET   9. HUBBLE, HUMBLE
10. TAMER, TIMER

1. MOVIES: Which movie character 
delivered the famous tagline: “Why so 
serious?”
2. EXPLORERS: Who was the fi rst 
explorer to circumnavigate the globe?
3. LITERATURE: What was the 
original title of Jane Austen’s “Pride and 
Prejudice”?
4. INVENTIONS: Who is credited with 
inventing Band-Aids?
5. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who 
once said, “I don’t know the key to suc-
cess, but the key to failure is trying to 
please everybody”?
6. LANGUAGE: In British slang, what 
is a “torch”?
7. MUSIC: Which character on “Sesa-
me Street” had a hit single with the song 
“Rubber Duckie”?
8. GEOGRAPHY: What Central 
American nation lies between Honduras 

and Costa Rico?
9. TELEVISION: Which sitcom 
featured the character Cliff Clavin, and 
what was his profession?
10. ANATOMY: What is the common 
name for the axilla?

Answers
1. The Joker (Heath Ledger) in “The Dark 
Knight”
2. Ferdinand Magellan
3. “First Impressions”
4. Earle Dickson
5. Bill Cosby
6. Flashlight
7. Ernie
8. Nicaragua
9. “Cheers,” 
postal worker
10. Armpit

Dr. Jackie McCall

Baxter • 218-828-9545
Toll Free 877-338-3937

Staples • 218-894-5480
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show when Clarissa was created, 
and the businesses—like a walk 
through time. I have this design 
for a peaceful place where you can 
go have lunch and just sit under a 
tree, you know what I mean?” she 
asked with a smile. “We need indi-
viduals who have an interest in the 
past, present, and future. We need 
people whose talents and skills are 
dormant. We all have these special 
skills,” she said.
 This past year, Cook and her 
husband donated fi ve alluring hang-
ing fl ower baskets to display on 
Main Street in order to help restore 
color and beauty to the community.  
She has plans to construct a team 
of individuals who are interested 
in gardening, to volunteer their ser-
vices and talents to tend to fl ower 
beds, gardens and ultimately work 
to maintain the city’s appearance. 
 This initiative falls in line with 
her third interest area: horticulture 
and gardening. This year, plans of 
Cook’s already fell into place as 
her dream of starting a community 
garden became an easily achievable 
reality.
 “I did get a community garden 
going this year. I asked Spencer 
Hayes to be in charge of it, because 
he is a great gardener. I asked the 
council if they could loan out the 
property where the snow is stored 
in the winter. I said, ‘In the sum-
mer couldn’t we just use that for 
a garden?’. . .they thought it was a 
great idea! We can take it [the pro-
duce] and make a farmer’s market 
or share it with people who need 
food. I was talking to  Spencer and 
we will probably have to make it 
bigger next year,” said Cook. “And 
if nothing happens we’ll have a big 
garbage can feed in the fall.” 
 The community garden, which 

currently takes root at “Industrial 
Park”, has an abundance of produce 
that was grown in soil that was test-
ed and approved by Pro-Ag. In the 
wake of this project, Cook lead us 
to her fi nal region of interest. 
 “I think that we can do so much 
with events. I know that we just had 
the Summerfest, but I think that 
throughout the year there are other 
opportunities to be involved,” she 
explained.
 As her mind went wild with 
ideas, she lit up as she shared with 
us her idea of purchasing an infl at-
able movie screen and hosting a 
big-screen movie night in the park 
every week. Local community 
clubs or extra-curricular activity 
groups would be encouraged to at-
tend and sell popcorn, chips, or hot-
dogs as a fundfraiser for their team 
or group. 
 “We can make it fun and afford-
able for the family so it’s something 
to do. Doesn’t that sound fun?”
 As she went on, she present-
ed other ideas such as, what she 
coined, “Music in the Gazebo”, an 
event that would highlight local tal-
ent such as poets, musicians, and 
school groups such as Eagle Val-
ley’s speech team, choir and band. 
 “Bring people together, social-
ize and express our talent,” is how 
Cook visualized her goals. 
 In the back of our minds, we all 
have that one goal—that goal that 
we yearn so desperately to achieve. 
For Pam Cook, that goal is seeing 
the community she loves grow and 
blossom into the thriving city it has 
the potential to be. Ideas take time 
to grow into the reality we dream 
of them becoming, followed by ac-
tion, which, takes time; but with a 
community of believers, anything is 
possible. 

Urbanization...
continued from front

Serving Cass, Stearns, Morrison, 
Douglas and Todd Counties

320-732-3422 
PO Box 358, Long Prairie

888-785-2626

Join Our Co-op • Membership Has Its Bene  ts!

Programs to  t 
your needs
• Reliability

• Trained 
Professional Staff

• Dependable 
Supply

• Having the ability to purchase a variety of goods 
and services at a fair and competitive price.

• Having access to programs and services 
that have been speci  cally designed with you,

 the member, in mind.

• To reap the bene  ts of patronage on the 
purchases you make with North Star 

Cooperative Services.

• Being part of a team that is working 
toward a common goal; The betterment 

of the Cooperative and its members.

HART TRAILER 
SALES, LLC

                     Sales & Service
                www.hartrv.com

                              Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
                            Sat 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

                               Evenings by appointment

• COPPER CANYON • TRAVEL LITE
• VIKING • SPRINTER
• FREEDOM EXPRESS

* Full Service 
Repair Shop

* Complete Hitch & 
Wiring Installation 
* No Job Too Big! 

* All Your 
Camping Needs 
Under 1 Roof! 

“Your Family RV Center Since 1957”
Inventory changes daily! 

We buy, trade and consign campers!

1-800-247-0687 • 320-732-6106
Hwy. 71, Long Prairie, MN

www.hartrv.com

57 Years

HART
TRAILER  

SALES



Steidl, Zwieg & Associates

®

®

Area of Focus -

                         

Investment advisory services and products are made available through Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment adviser.

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc., All rights reserved.

Johnson’s Stump 
Removal

Stump 
Grinding 

with 
Portable 
Grinder

Duane Johnson
Swanville • 320-547-2408

320-760-0907

FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERIENCED
REASONABLE RATES • INSURED

PAUL DRAKE 

TREE SERVICE

COMPLETE & PROFESSIONAL 

Bucket Truck

218-894-2871
- or -  

218-820-8227

Insured 
 Free Estimates

•Topping  
•Trimming

•Tree & Stump Removal
•Deer Plots & Trails

•Custom Lot Clearing 
& Brushing

Dahlman Abstract Company

320-732-3997  
Fax: 320-732-6162   

332 Central Ave Long Prairie 
( Located next to the Post Office )                                                                       

SERVING TODD COUNTY 
WITH COMPLETE 

ABSTRACTING SERVICES

Incorporated since 1958

Dr. Peter Brenny

Dentist
218-894-2755
Emergency and new 
patients welcome.

Central Minnesota

 Electric, Inc.

Complete 
Professional 

Wiring Service

John Wippler
& Al Poser

The Affordable 
Professionals
320-632-3946
320-749-2449

Doug’s excavating, inc.
Doug Kaiser

15961 County 65 • Long Prairie, MN 56347

320-732-2935 • Cell: 877-836-8661320-732-2935 • Cell: 877-836-8661
Call for FREE Estimates!

Water Lines
Basements
Demolition
Final Grades
Driveways
Fill Sand

Dozer Work
Dump Truck 

Hauling
Septic Systems

Footings
Black Dirt

Statema 
Backhoe Service, LLC
 Free Estimates 

From design to installation
 Compliance inspections

Licensed-Bonded-Insured

•Site Prep 

•Basements 

•Waterlines 

•Driveways 

•Landscaping 

•Black Dirt 

•Gravel 

•Fill Dirt 

• Clearing & Grading

•Ditch Cleaning 

• Snow Plowing-Commercial & 

Residential

• Construction & Abandonment of 

Manure Pits

Andy Statema 
320-594-2912

Toll Free 888-594-6347

MPCA Certified Septic Systems

Staples

Thread Shed II
218-895-5023

Sauk Centre

Thread Shed III
320-352-2829

Stop  by one of the 2 Thread Sheds Today!

Clothing for Everyone, Household Items, 
Tools, Toys & Misc.

THREAD SHEDS

Twardowski Excavating, Inc.
From Design to 
Installation

• Dozer Work
•  Trackhoe Excavator Work
•  Dump Truck Hauling
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• Driveways
• Basements
• Black Dirt
• Fill Dirt
• Waterlines

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Chad Twardowski
Long Prairie

Cell: 320-760-1127
Home: 320-732-3809

• Licensed Bonded Insured •
FREE Estimates

24 Hour Emergency Service

www.east-westrealty.com

Long Prairie ~ 320-732-2222
Bill Nelson, Broker

One’s sure to have your name on it!
Arlen Muenzhuber ~ Jamie Flan ~ Mona LaDue ~ Brandon Kelly

If you’re looking to buy,
stop in and see one of our sales agents.

We have many listings...
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Vanguard Insurance Services,Inc.

Independent Agent • Joe Pesta Agency
529 Lake St. S. P.O. Box 28, Long Prairie, MN 56347

320-732-6629 Fax: 320-732-1907

•Auto •Home •Life 
•Health •Farm 

•Business

BARB’S 
PET BOARDING

                                • Climate Controlled Inside Runs        
                                  or Outdoor Kennels
• Pets Exercise in Large Fenced Areas 

Often Throughout The Day
• Sunday Pickup Available

Located on Hwy. 27 - 1 1/4 miles West of Hwy. 71
(Between Sauk Centre & Long Prairie)

Barb Graves 320-732-3636

Noska Plumbing & Heating

Master Plumbers #PM003101    •     Well Contractors #00143

Free 

Estimates

Complete Sales & Service
• Furnaces • Water Pumps 

• Water Softeners • Air Conditioners
320-594-6366 • Doug Noska 

Browerville

FEED  -  SEED  -  FERTILIZER

Pro Ag Service
Clarissa   (218) 756-2112 •  Eagle Bend  (218) 738 2552

Drapery Design
THE LATEST WINDOW FASHIONS

• Blinds • Shades 
• Drapery • Valances

Ardis Ebnet ~ Designer/Consultant
320-732-3739 •24901 325th Ave. 

Long Prairie, MN 56347

Drywall
Tiling
Taping

Framing
Roofing

Lic # BC634520

Noska 
Construction LLC

Grant Noska
27476 County 26

Browerville, MN 56438

320-630-3638

Browerville & Clarissa  •  218-756-2226
Long Prairie  •  320-732-6922 
Eagle Bend  •  218-738-3462

Todd County Veterinary Clinic

Large & Small Animals

Dr. J.J. Sauer
Dr. J.R. Pieper • Dr. C.W. Hanvy

Heating & Cooling Systems • Sheetmetal Work
Water Pumps

Plumbing Supplies & Fixtures 
For The Do-it-Yourselfer

GIZA
PLUMBING & HEATING

EST. 1934

MARV GIZA       GREG GIZA
061803PM       062674PM

218-894-2284 • after hours: 218-894-1127
115 5th St. NE, Staples, MN 

MN Carry Training Class
Family Friendly & Small Class Sizes

 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Last Saturday of 
Each Month $125

To Register Call Joel 218-639-0500
or Phil 320-282-5011

FREE CLASSIFIEDS
Call 218.756.2131

 to place your FREE
 Line Classifi ed for 
Non-Businesses. 

$9 20 words additional words 20¢

FOR SALE

1996 3/4 ton heavy duty ex-
tended cab, 4 wheel drive, with 
a 454 engine. Loaded, set up for 
hauling. Would make good plow 
truck. $3,000 OBO 218-639-
3834.
2005 Chevrolet Malibu Classic. 
Eco Tech 2.2 engine. Great gas 
mileage! 172k on the car, 88K 
on the motor, replaced in 2009. 
New fuel pump and sending 
unit last winter. Runs good. Two 
good tires, two not so good. Very 
clean interior. Asking $2,500. 
Call 320-808-9520.
Twin pine bunk beds w/desk, 
chair, shelves & dresser at-
tached–$400. 320-808-9740.

Plat Books Now Available for 
Todd & surrounding counties, le-
gal descriptions & 911 address-
es, $27. Stop at the News Office.
RUBBER STAMPS-Self inking, 
Regular stamps & pads. Stop in 
at the Independent News Herald, 
310 West Main St., Clarissa or 
e-mail news@inhnews.com.
FOR SALE: 2003 Mitsubishi 
Eclipse with after market ad on’s. 
REDUCED $5,000 OBO. Manu-
al Transmission, 140,000 miles, 
sharp car 218-756-3327 or 218-
756-2131. 

WANTED TO 
BUY

Standing Timber, all species.
Specializing in selective 

harvesting. We also do clear-cuts

Baum’s Custom Logging 
& Firewood Sales

Burtrum, MN
Offi ce: 320-285-3565

320-815-1863

R
FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR

Bakke's epair &
   Radiator Shop

e-mail: 
tony.bakke@yahoo.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 p.m.  •  Sat. 8-noonHours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 p.m.  •  Sat. 8-noon
300 Hwy. 71 • Eagle Bend  •  218-738-5892300 Hwy. 71 • Eagle Bend  •  218-738-5892

Tony's cell:  320-808-0221Tony's cell:  320-808-0221

WE FIX ANY COLOR TRACTOR!WE FIX ANY COLOR TRACTOR!

Knotty PineKnotty Pine
BallroomBallroom

FOR ALL YOUR 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS

• Banquets
•  Weddings
• Graduations

LIVE MUSIC • BEER• SET-UPS
320-594-2248
Blake Dixon - Owner

Located 1 mile South of Browerville on Hwy. 71
RESERVE YOUR 2014 DATES NOW!

Visit our website:

www.inhnews.com

National Do 
Not Call List 

1-888-382-1222
Your name remains on the 

list for five years.
or register at

www.ftc.gov/donotcall



Contact 
218-756-2131 
for details or 

blade@
inhnews.com

Offering a full range ofOffering a full range of
therapy services.therapy services.

• Rehabilitative Therapies• Rehabilitative Therapies

• Out-Patient Rehab Services• Out-Patient Rehab Services

• Home Care

CENTRAL TODD CENTRAL TODD 
COUNTY CARE COUNTY CARE 

CENTERCENTER

• Skilled • Skilled 
Nursing Nursing 
FaciltyFacilty

• Assisted • Assisted 
LivingLiving

Hwy. 71Hwy. 71
ClarissaClarissa

218-756-3636218-756-3636

The General The General 

StoreStore

204 Central Ave. • Osakis

320-859-5159
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Sat. 8 a.m.-6  p.m. 
Sun. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Areas 
Largest 

Selection 
of Huntingggggggggg 
& Fishing 
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www.goldsmithlf.com
goldsmithlf@gmail.com

Gold Smith Jewelers is designed 
on the foundation of service, 
quality merchandise, expert 

repair and TRUST

We also buy Gold and Diamonds

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Available by appointment 

after hours

Our 
Customers talk...

REPAIR & SALES        
313 1st St. NE, Little Falls

888-398-8998 
320-616-2122

HORSESHOE 

SEPTIC 
SERVICE

Portable Toilet 
Rentals

      Browerville, MN

We’re #1 in the
#2 Business!

800-282-2895 
 320-594-2895

SERVING CENTRAL MN

Combined work 
experience over 90 years!

MBC Drainage LLC
43965 450th St., Sauk Centre

“Farm Drainage
Specialists”

• Ditching • Tiling
• Excavating • Manure Pits

Dave Bailey, Manager
320-352-6961

Karl Larson 320-808-8012
Jason Marthaler 320-249-6062

Howard Marthaler 320-250-2984

G. Marlene Clark, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

•Mediation
•Estate Planning/Probate
•Real Estate/Township 

Law
•Divorce/Child Support

•Custody/Adoption

25 3rd Street South
Long Prairie, MN 56347

Office: 320-732-2918
Fax: 320-732-2586

myprint      .com

myprint      .com

SHOP LOCAL 
FROM 

ANYWHERE...
For all your printing, 

log on to 
myprintstop.com

A division of Benning Printing & 
Publishing, Inc.

Sellnow Law Of  ce
Generations of Service

Thomas H. Sellnow • Attorney
Jason R. Sellnow • Attorney

Primary Of  ce • Long Prairie
229 Central Ave. • Long Prairie

320-732-1919
TOLL FREE 877-297-1125

Staples Of  ce:
133 N. 4th St. • Staples

218-894-4618

Where Life Begins...Again
Valley View Estates

Locally Owned • Family Operated

A  place to live...
A place to share...

A place to call home...

Call today so we can send
 you more information

 or arrange a tour!
320-732-3516 • 1-888-563-2700 

www.valleyviewassistedliving.com

1104 4th Ave NE, 
Long Prairie, MN

Join our Business 
Profi le Section 
and Share Your 

Business With up 
to 6,000 Readers 

for $45.00 a Month.

START A SUBSCRIPTION TO YOUR LOCAL PAPERSTART A SUBSCRIPTION TO YOUR LOCAL PAPER

NAME_______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

CITY_________________________________________________________________

STATE___________ZIP_____________

❏ Independent News Herald  
Local $28  MN $35  Outstate  $40

❏ Browerville Blade  
Local $24  MN $27  Outstate  $30

❏ Verndale Sun  
Local $24  MN $27  Outstate  $30

Send to: P.O. Box 188 • Clarissa, MN 56440 • news@inhnews.com

INDEPENDENTNDEPENDENT

NEWS HEREWS HERALDALD

       BROWERVILLE
    B L A D E

Verndale erndale Sunun
The

A new facet is currently being added to the 
printing services at Benning Printing & 
Publishing’s Independent News Herald of-
fi ce. We are now up and running Endless 
Ink Screen Printing in which we can cus-
tom print shirts or other clothing items for 
any occasion. A huge variety of colors and 
styles of clothing are now available for or-
der through this new service offered at our 
location at 310 West Main Street in Clar-
issa.

It’s as easy as choosing your clothing or ap-
parel and the design you wish to imprint for 
your business, special event or team. We do 
the rest! We are able to print up to four col-
ors on the apparel item of your choice. (12 
shirt/apparel minimum order).

We will 
soon be 
o f f e r -
ing heat 
t ransfer 
services 
as well 
to ac-
c o m -
modate smaller 
quantities of shirt orders. Also, sublima-
tion printing on promotional items such as 
mugs, hats, trophies, clothing or on any fl at 
surface will be available in the near future.

Call 218-756-2131 or 218-738-2532 or e-
mail news@inhnews.com for ordering in-
formation or questions.

Extra, extra, here’s what’s new!
Screen Printing now available!

CUSTOM SHIRTS FOR ANY 
OCCASION OR EVENT

• Spirit Wear • Warm Up Shirts • Graduations 
• Family Reunions • Bands • Sporting Events • Church Events

• Picnics • Field Day • Commercial Advertising 
• Corporate Clothing • Uniforms & More

12 Shirt Order Minimum

GRAPHIC DESIGN          EMBROIDERY          SCREEN PRINTING

    
ENDLESS
  
                                        .            .

I KN

Prices 
starting 
at $6.49

Call Benning Printing 
& Publishing, Inc.
310 West Main St. • Clarissa
218-756-2131 • 218-738-2532

news@inhnews.com

T-Shirts
Polo Shirts
Sweatshirts
Promo Gifts
& Much More

will 
be 

-
at
r
s
l 

ll

T-Shirts 
starting at 
$6.49


